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§ Overview on the COVID-19 pandemic in Latin America

§ Public health challenges 

§ Opportunities at National and International levels
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COVID-19 Pandemic in Latin America
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COVID-19 Epidemic in Latin America

New confirmed cases of COVID-19 in selected Latin American countries

Seven-day rolling average of new cases (per 100k)

New deaths attributed to COVID-19 in selected Latin American countries

Seven-day rolling average of new deaths



2.7% of world population

17,883,750 cases:

10.0% of worldwide COVID-19 cases

500,800 deaths:

13.0% of worldwide COVID-19 deaths

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
20 June 2021

3rd highest globally

2nd highest globally

COVID-19 Epidemic in Brazil



Distribution of COVID-19 hospitalized cases and deaths according to age in Brazil, 2021

https://portal.fiocruz.br/sites/portal.fiocruz.br/files/documentos/boletim_covid_2021-semana22e23.pdf

Hospitalized cases Deaths

Age Age

Age and COVID-19 hospitalized cases and deaths in Brazil

Epidemiological week 1 Epidemiological week 20



https://www.who.int/publications/m - Updated: June 15, 2021

Main SARS-CoV-2 strains worldwide

https://www.who.int/publications/m


https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations?country=OWID_WRL
June 19, 2021

Percentage of the population fully vaccinated against
SARS-CoV-2 in selected Latin American countries

COVID-19 vaccine rollout in Latin America



https://ais.paho.org/imm/IM_DosisAdmin-Vacunacion.asp
June 20, 2021

Total doses of COVID-19 vaccine in Latin America

Brazil

https://ais.paho.org/imm/IM_DosisAdmin-Vacunacion.asp
June 15, 2021

Peru

Informe Técnico Diario COVID-19 MÉXICO. Secretaría de Salud. Subsecretaría de Prevención y Promoción a la Salud. 11.05.2020
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Public Health Challenges

§ Insufficient and late COVID 19 diagnosis

§ Fragile health care system-insufficient ICU beds

§ Shortage of essential medications and oxygen  

§ Slow vaccination pace/use of vaccine with low 
effectiveness 

§ Vaccine effectiveness against the Gamma 
variant, insufficient sequencing infrastructure 

§ Anti-science environment

§ Dramatic cuts in research funding/dismantle of 
science and technology institutions

§ Highest brain drain in history 



The social consequences of COVID-19

Latin America (18 countries): Per capita GDP and poverty
levels, 1980-2020

https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/45603/1/S2000312_en.pdf https://g1.globo.com/economia/noticia/2021/01/06/mais-de-14-milhoes-de-familias-vivem-na-
extrema-pobreza-maior-numero-desde-2014.ghtml

Total families in extreme poverty in Brazil



Health as a human right: a call for action in Latin America
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Thank you!Thank you!




